
Commerce 

 

RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK ON THE PHASE 2 MATERIALS 

The Ministry of Education on behalf of the Commerce Subject Expert Group (SEG) would like to thank 

those members of the teaching sector and wider public who took time to review the Phase 2 Commerce 

materials. We received 84 responses to the online survey. 

The feedback has been collated into main themes and we have responded to each theme. All feedback has been 

considered – those suggestions which are more discrete, or are more detailed or technical, are in the process of 

being actioned. 

 

Theme One 

Progression to Level 2 and Level 3 NCEA is currently unclear 

 

Response  

NCEA Level 2 and 3 Achievement Standards are yet to be developed. Work on Level 2 and Level 3 NCEA will 

progress according to the RAS timeline. This will be informed by and aligned with the new Level 1 subject 

content, to ensure appropriate progression for students. 

Theme Two 

AS 1.1 is too low level 

 
Response  

The Learning Matrix and Achievement Standards have been carefully checked for alignment with the New 

Zealand Curriculum. This is apparent from, for example, the fact that AS 1.1 assesses students’ learning of many 

of the same skills and concepts as a current NCEA Level 1 Economics standard.  

Theme Three 

Confusion around terminology 

 

Response  

Some feedback expressed confusion at the use of particular terms in the materials. For example, ‘economic 

models’, ‘flow on effects’, ‘consequences’, and ‘pūtake’. This has been noted, and revisions will be made to 

ensure clarity of the terms used. 

Theme Four 

Government should be added into the Learning Matrix and AS 1.3 

 

Response  

The feedback suggested that learning about ‘government’ needs to be included in the materials. This has been 

taken on board, and the Learning Matrix and AS 1.3 will be revised to reflect this feedback. 

Theme Five 

Hard to access business and organisation information for Assessment Activities 

 

Response  

The team acknowledges that some teachers are concerned about gaining access to real business and 

organisation information for the internal Assessment Activities. However, the Achievement Standards and 

Assessment Activities are designed in such a way that private and specific numeric information is not required, 

and these materials are focussed on pūtake and the discussion of financial decision-making and viability.  

Theme Six 



Further detail required on assessment including External Assessment Specifications, exemplars of student work, 

and marking schedules 

 

Response  

The Ministry and NZQA are working together to develop External Assessment Specifications in the lead up to the 

standards being listed for use by the pilot schools. The Specifications will provide further details on the format and 

conditions of each external assessment, and will be published on the NCEA.education website later this year. 

Samples of assessment items for externals will be provided to pilot schools prior to the running of the external 

assessment. After the assessment is completed by pilot schools, the samples and the assessment itself will be 

published on the NCEA.education website. 

 

Exemplars of student work and more detailed marking schedules will be developed as part of the piloting process 

and will be made available at the end of the pilot year. 

 

Theme Seven 

Timing of assessments, disruptions, and planning 

 

Response  

The Ministry and NZQA are working together to ensure the timing of external assessments are set to avoid creating 

periods of unnecessary stress or workload issues for kaiako and ākonga. The fact that different Significant Learning 

is suitable to be sampled at different times of the year has also been considered. The timing of external 

assessments will be tested in the piloting process and some may be adjusted where appropriate. 

Guidance will be provided around managing disruptions to all forms of external assessment, whether they are in 

the form of a portfolio, traditional exam, common assessment activity or other format. This will cover general 

disruptions such as Covid-19 and alert level changes as well as individual disruptions such as illness or other 

issues relating to personal and/or community circumstances. 

 

Theme Eight 

Ministry supported PLD for implementing mātauranga Māori appropriately into teaching, learning and assessment 

Response  

The new assessment products have been designed to ensure that NCEA Change 2 (Mana ōrite mō te 

mātauranga Māori – parity of status for mātauranga Māori within NCEA) is meaningfully embedded and visible to 

all teachers and learners. These products incorporate changes made to the subject’s Significant Learning within 

the Big Ideas, which are framed by the Social Sciences whakataukī in the New Zealand Curriculum. Mātauranga 

Māori experts are engaged at all stages of the Review of Achievement Standards (RAS). These materials reflect 

that expert input.  

Each school and kura holds the responsibility for upskilling its teachers in incorporating mātauranga Māori 

appropriately throughout their programmes, and teachers will also be upskilling individually. Many schools, kura 

and Kāhui Ako will have already incorporated this into their goals and planning. The Ministry is providing 

additional support through: 

• Resourcing Networks of Expertise to build teacher capability in integrating mātauranga Māori, noting 

that cultural capability is a PLD priority for English-medium settings, and that mātauranga Māori and te 

reo Māori are PLD priorities for Māori-medium settings. 

• Targeting some of the Accord Teacher Only Days to mana ōrite mo te mātauranga Māori. 

• A digital planning tool and development of Regional Support Networks will be made available to support 

schools and kura that self-identify as requiring additional support. 

• Contracting with iwi organisations for PLD and curriculum supports. 

 

Theme Nine 



Ministry-supported professional learning and development (PLD) for NCEA changes 

 
Response  

There are new supports as well as a range of existing services which can be used to help schools, kura, and 

teachers adapt to the changes to NCEA: 

Accord Teacher Only Days (TOD) for secondary teachers. These are a significant professional learning 

opportunity for teachers and are intended to reduce workload associated with the NCEA changes. Three TOD 

have been agreed to in 2021 and four in 2022. 

24 Networks of Expertise, which are teacher led peer-to-peer networks, have been funded for at least three years 

from 2021 to support the NCEA changes, and will be supported by a Network Hub alongside the Ministry of 

Education. Most of these are Subject Associations which will provide supports and resources to build teacher 

capabilities around culturally inclusive NCEA practices and reach beyond their existing memberships to identify 

and work with teachers who need extra support. 

PLD providers and facilitators have been alerted to the needs arising from the NCEA Review and Review of 

Achievement Standards (RAS). The new PLD priorities can all be used to assist schools with the NCEA change 

programme. Schools and kura can apply for regionally allocated PLD here, for in-depth, long term support 

delivered by quality-assured facilitators.  

The Ministry is working with the PLD Provider Network to refresh the facilitator database so that schools will be 

better able to find and select facilitators with the requisite skills and experience needed to support the NCEA 

changes and curriculum refresh. This will be available in Term 4 so that schools can select facilitators in time for 

Term 1 2022. 

Learning Area Leads have been appointed within the Ministry, and their role will include working with PLD 

providers, Networks of Expertise, and regional Ministry staff so they are able to deliver NCEA support as the 

changes unfold. 

Theme Ten 

Reduction in number of standards 

 
Response  

The reduction in the number of standards, and consolidation of more specialised subjects, aligns with the goals of 

the NCEA Change Programme for Level 1 to be a broad, foundational qualification with fewer, larger standards. 

These goals, and the principles that underpin them, were derived from clear feedback in 2018, including from the 

teaching sector. 

At Level 1, subject consolidation and fewer, larger standards give ākonga the opportunity to engage with a variety 

of different Learning Areas and opportunities that they otherwise might miss out on by taking a number of more 

specialised subjects in one Learning Area. 

 

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/what-ncea-change-programme

