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DANCE
 

SUBJECT EXPERT GROUP RESPONSE FEEDBACK TO PHASE 2 

MATERIALS 

The Dance Subject Expert Group (SEG) would like to thank those who took the time to review the 

Dance subject content. We received 18 responses to the online survey.  

It was encouraging to read that, overall, the subject content was well-received. There was good 

support for the new suite of Achievement Standards and the Course Outlines, as well as Mana ōrite 

mo te mātauranga Māori.  

Your feedback indicated, however, that there is a need for more clarity within the Achievement 

Standards and the criteria for Achieved, Merit, and Excellence.  Suggestions regarding choice of 

wording within the subject content should also be considered, and that accompanying teacher 

guidance and student resources for the Assessment Activities should be more detailed and 

comprehensive. You also offered valuable comments and suggestions for refining the proposed 

subject content as we move into Phase 3 of the Review of Achievement Standards (RAS) project.   

The feedback has been collated into main themes that the SEG have now discussed and responded 

to. All feedback was documented and will continue to be considered as we move into Phase 3, with 

the following four themes emerging as the most visible amongst the comments and suggestions we 

received.  

 

Theme One:  

Further Clarification and Specificity of Achievement Standards 

Response  

The SEG agree that the Achieved Criteria and Explanatory Notes for the proposed suite of Dance 
Achievement Standards could use further refinement, and that some of the Standards (such as 1.2, 
which was seen as being quite sparse in comparison to current Dance Standards) still need further 
detail in order to better reflect the SEG’s intention in developing this subject content. Further work 
will be undertaken to review and refine the Achievement Standards, with both the Ministry and the 
SEG acknowledging the helpful comments and suggestions respondents provided within the online 
survey. Work has already begun to incorporate much of this feedback into the next draft of subject 
content and will continue throughout Phase 3 of the RAS project.  

 

Theme Two: 

Consideration of How Some Wording and Terminology Has Been Included  
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Response  

The SEG acknowledge that further discussion and consideration is required to some of the wording 
present throughout the subject content. Careful review of the subject content will be taking place 
throughout the next development phase to ensure clarity and consistency, with a focus on cultural 
safety and appropriateness of examples used in Assessment Activities. 

The Ministry will be working closely with its Ākonga Māori team to ensure correct and appropriate 
usage of kupu Māori within the subject content, such as the use of ‘whanaungatanga’ within the title 
of Achievement Standard 1.2. We will also be working alongside other subjects within the Arts 
Learning Area to maintain consistency of wording and to make the subject content more accessible 
for teachers to understand and engage with. Discussions and actions have already begun with this 
work, with comments and suggestions collated and incorporated into products as RAS development 
work continues.  

 

Theme Three: 

Assessment Activities Need Further Refinement 

Response  

Additional work will be undertaken to clarify and add further detail to the Assessment Activities for 
Dance. The activities will be redeveloped to consider your feedback and to better reflect both the 
Big Ideas and the requirements of the proposed Achievement Standards. In particular, the Teacher 
Guidance sections will be further developed, and more clarity will be provided within the 
assessment tasks to make them broader and less prescribed. Furthermore, the amount of briefs will 
be reduced to two per Assessment Activity. The SEG will be redeveloping the Assessment Activities 
over the next RAS development phase to address these concerns and make refinements overall. This 
includes reviewing the Assessment Schedules for further consistency and validity.  

However, the SEG also felt that allowing teachers and students the opportunity to engage with the 
assessment tasks during the Trial & Pilot phase would provide the practice-based feedback required 
to refine the Assessment Activities to be more suitable and adaptable for a wider range of learning 
environments.  

 

Theme Four:  

Concerns regarding teacher workload when gathering evidence  

Response  

This was particularly in regard to Achievement Standard 1.4, where some respondents were worried 
that there would be pressure placed on teachers to gather large amounts of evidence of student 
work for assessment, which may run outside of their capacity and could lead to workload issues. The 
intention for the Standard is for the teacher to provide opportunities for the evidence to be 
developed, and for the student to collect and curate what they felt was their best work into a 
portfolio-style presentation, which will then be sent to NZQA for external assessment. The SEG felt 
that, once the specifications for external assessments are finalised by the Ministry and NZQA, and 
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made available to teachers, this will alleviate the concerns around teacher workload for this 
Standard.  

The Ministry and NZQA will be working together to develop External Assessment Specifications in 
the lead up to the Standards being listed for use by the pilot schools. Samples of assessment items 
for externals will be provided to pilot schools prior to the running of the external assessment. After 
the assessment is completed by pilot schools, the samples and the assessment itself will be 
published on the NCEA.education website. 

Exemplars of student work and more detailed marking schedules for external assessments will be 
developed as part of the piloting process and will be made available at the end of the pilot year. 

 


