
History 

SUBJECT EXPERT GROUP RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK ON THE PHASE 2 MATERIALS 
 
The History Subject Expert Group (SEG) would like to thank those who took time to review 
the History materials. We received 393 responses to the online survey.  
 
The feedback has been collated into main themes and the SEG has responded to each 
theme. All feedback has been considered – those suggestions which are more discrete, or 
are more detailed or technical, are in the process of being actioned. 
 
Theme One 

Further support material needed for teachers, with a lack of student exemplars  

Response 

Exemplars of student work and more detailed marking schedules will be developed as part 

of the piloting process and will be made available at the end of the pilot year. Producing 

student exemplars of work this way ensures a degree of quality assurance. 

Support material exemplification to date is through Course Outlines and Assessment 

Activities. 

Course Outlines provide support, showing how the Learning Matrix and Achievement 

Standards can be developed into a year of learning. 

Three assessment activities are also provided for each internal Achievement Standard. 

 
Theme Two 
A call for Ministry supported PLD for implementing mātauranga Māori appropriately into 
teaching, learning and assessment 

Response 

PLD providers and facilitators have been alerted to the needs arising from the NCEA Review 

and RAS. The new PLD priorities can all be used to assist schools with the NCEA change 

programme. Schools and kura can apply for regionally allocated PLD here, for in-depth, long 

term support delivered by quality assured facilitators.  

The Ministry is working with the PLD Provider Network to refresh the facilitator database so 
that schools will be better able to find and select facilitators with the requisite skills and 
experience needed to support the NCEA changes and curriculum refresh.  This will be 
available in Term 4 so that schools can select facilitators in time for Term 1 2022. 
 

This will make it easier for schools and clusters to apply for subject specific PLD, with a 

Mātauranga Māori lens, using this system. 

Support is also being provided from NZHTA who have successfully applied for NEX funding 

to support PLD opportunities around how mātauranga Māori is engaged with in the teaching 

of History. The parallel work on PLD for the Aotearoa-NZ Histories’ curriculum will help guide 

both the nature of PLD and the timing and method of delivery. 

Additionally, two Learning Area Leads have recently been appointed for the Social Science 
Learning Area. Their roles are to work collaboratively with other key personnel involved in 
the Review of Achievement Standards on the NCEA change initiatives with a focus on 

https://pld.education.govt.nz/regionally-allocated-pld/pld-priorities/
https://pld.education.govt.nz/regionally-allocated-pld/pld-priorities/


supporting teaching professionals to understand the RAS products and to tailor and 
customise approaches to meet their learners’ needs.  
 
Schools/kura are encouraged to contact their local regional office for support to engage with 

their local iwi. Each regional office has Strategic Advisor Māori (SAM), some Regions also 

have Iwi Engagement Leads (IEL) and Māori Engagement Advisors (MEA) who can advise 

schools on iwi engagements. Usually there is a Senior Advisor attached to each school who 

will be the conduit between the school/kura & the Ministry. As a process schools should 

contact their Senior Advisor to seek advice on who is the best person to support their inquiry.  

Support is also being provided from NZHTA who have successfully applied for NEX funding 

to support PLD opportunities around how mātauranga Māori is engaged with in the teaching 

of History. The parallel work on PLD for the Aotearoa-NZ Histories’ curriculum will help guide 

both the nature of PLD and the timing and method of delivery. 

 
Theme Three 
 
Further clarification sought around Achievement Standard criteria, the unpacking of the 
Standard, and the Conditions of Assessment to provide sufficient and clear guidance 
 
Response 
NZQA’s quality review process will ensure that all Achievement Standards are pilot-ready. 
More detailed supporting materials will be developed as part of the piloting process and will 
be made available at the end of 2022. The Achievement Standards and their supporting 
materials remain in draft status during piloting and subsequent iterations. 
 
Theme Four 
 
The suite of assessment materials is too complex for Level 1.  
 
Response 
The SEG aimed to balance ample opportunities for ākonga to achieve with academic rigour. 
Much consideration has been given to the ability of Level 1 students and finding the right 
level of difficulty and expectation. This was an important consideration to ensure the 
assessment materials align with the key RAS principle of wellbeing.  
 
Teachers will need to modify their practice and teaching programmes to incorporate the new 
Learning Matrix, Achievement Standards, assessment activities and other materials 
effectively. A year-long pilot, along with quality guidance and support materials, will also help 
ensure effective delivery and the correct degree of complexity. 
 
 
Theme Five  
1.1 Engaging with primary sources 
 
The rationale for the focus on primary sources is a recognition of how engaging with primary 
sources is an essential skill in History. Furthermore, it is a reflection of the broad, 
foundational nature of this significant learning, consistent with one of the key aims of the 
Review of Achievement Standards for NCEA Level 1. Another contributing factor was the 
desire to be more inclusive and allow space for Māori and Pacific sources to be explored. It 
is hoped that engaging in primary sources will provide a rich, interesting learning experience 
for ākonga. 


