
Physical Education  

 

SUBJECT EXPERT GROUP RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK ON PHASE 2 MATERIALS  

The Physical Education (PE) Subject Expert Group (SEG) would like to thank all those who took the time to 

review the subject’s draft subject content for the Review of Achievement Standards (RAS) project. We 

received 50 responses to the online survey.  

This response letter addresses trends from the feedback. We received many insightful, but quite specific 

comments which may not fall under the themes outlined below, but are taken into consideration for future 

development. 

Common responses in the feedback indicated a need for greater clarification of certain terms, and to revisit 

the scope of Standard 1.4. We heard the desire for additional kaiako/teacher resources for collection of 

evidence and information about professional learning and development (PLD), particularly for mātauranga 

Māori. We received requests to make Assessment Activities (AAs) more concise and less ambiguous. There 

were also a notable number of queries about what PE would look like at NCEA Levels 2 and 3. These 

comments, and others, form the backbone of our development focus. 

Six themes were identified in the feedback. 

Theme One 

Clarification of key terms in subject content is needed. 

Response  

The SEG recognizes that some terms in the standards could be ambiguous. Considering this, key phrases 

or terms in the standards will be reviewed to ensure consistency of use, and more explicit definitions. Target 

areas for reconsideration include step-up criteria and Explanatory Notes (ENs) for some standards, as well 

as consistent use of language across the Learning Area.  

Definitions of ‘applied settings’ and ‘contexts’’ will be included in the review of terms. Additionally, the use of 

the term ‘Hauora’ will be explicitly outlined as a te ao Māori concept of holistic wellbeing in PE. 

Theme Two 

Need to reduce the scope of Achievement Standard 1.4 

Response  

AS 1.4 currently asks ākonga to consider three influences on movement for the assessment. The SEG 

acknowledges that the breadth of subject matter required to provide an informed response for this standard 

could create undue workload for ākonga and kaiako alike.  

Adjustments to the standard mean that ākonga will respond to selected influences from the range, rather 

than all three. Greater clarity about the requirements of the standard will be provided through the External 

Assessment Specifications later this year. 

Theme Three 

Uncertainty about collection of evidence and specifications, and a desire for information about teacher 

resources and PLD 



Response  

The SEG has noted the sector’s wish for teacher resources and PLD, stemming from concerns about 

logistics and consistency of collection of evidence for some standards, and aspects of the specifications of 

external standards.  

The development of future teaching resources will consider guiding principles and strategies for unpacking 

movement contexts.  

The SEG also acknowledges the requests for resources and PLD specifically for mātauranga Māori. The 

Teacher Only Day (TOD) 4, in December, will include content for curriculum design with further support to 

follow.  

Additionally, feedback on crucial components of assessments such as the type of assessment and the timing 

of assessments will be considered for development of external assessment specifications. 

A statement providing information on Ministry-supported avenues for PLD can be read here. 

Theme Four 

Accessibility and student engagement with Assessment Activities 

Response  

Student workshop participants commented that while the freedom and adaptability of the Assessment 

Activities was well received, some of the guidance for the activities was text-heavy and not always 

accessible. The SEG will ensure instructions are clearer and more direct. 

Student participants also requested supporting material for kupu Māori and English translations, which the 

SEG will include in future iterations of Assessment Activities.  

Theme Five 

Information about progression of PE into NCEA Levels 2 & 3 

Response 

The SEG would like to acknowledge the requests for more information about PE at NCEA Levels 2 & 3, 

including detail about the direction and scope of content at the higher NCEA levels. Leading up to the 

development of PE at Level 2 later this year, the Learning Matrix will be revisited and republished. 

As the draft products are created for NCEA Levels 2 & 3, teachers will have further opportunities to provide 

commentary. 

Theme Six 

Concern about the extent of inclusion of mātauranga Māori 

Response  

Change 2 of the NCEA Change Package describes the requirement of our products to provide parity for 
mātauranga Māori, and we have processes and experts (internal and external) in place to continually 
review products in each iteration as we work towards this goal. 
 
To ensure parity in education and provide a foundation for change from the disparity which has been 
present in Aotearoa New Zealand education historically, we build our products in NZC with explicitly bi-
cultural elements. Because this is a significant pedagogical shift and we are committed to the authentic 
inclusion of mātauranga Māori in the development process, we incorporate it from the earliest stages of 
product development. 
 

https://ncea-live-3-storagestack-53q-assetstorages3bucket-2o21xte0r81u.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-09/Ministry%20Response%20to%20feedback%20-%20PLD.pdf?VersionId=Ft0G3fIIt51dm8Dqb6vN4h9p4rjHIKSH
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-2-equal-status-matauranga-maori-ncea


More broadly, we want ākonga of all backgrounds and identities to be able to see themselves in all 
subjects, as some subjects have catered to some groups and not others in the past. 
 
To assist in implementing Change 2, the Ministry of Education has outlined the approach to implementing 
PLD and other support. That information can be found here.  
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