
Social Studies  

 

SUBJECT EXPERT GROUP RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK ON THE PHASE 2 MATERIALS 

The Social Studies Subject Expert Group (SEG) would like to thank those members of the sector and wider 

public who put their time in to review the Phase 2 Social Studies materials. We received 17 responses to 

the online survey. 

The feedback has been collated into main themes and the SEG has responded to each theme. All feedback has 

been considered – those suggestions which are more discrete, or are more detailed or technical, are in the 

process of being actioned. 

 

Theme One 

There is a lack of alignment across subject content, including the relationship between the glossary and 

Explanatory Notes   

 

Response  

To ensure alignment across products, the SEG will, along with the Ministry of Education, revise glossary terms 

and the Explanatory Notes.  

Theme Two 

Subject content on perspectives, point of view, and values needs to be refined, as perspectives may be too 

difficult for NZC Level 6.   

Response  

The SEG, along with the Ministry of Education, will refine the definitions of perspectives, point of view, and 

values. This will help to clarify the relationship between the TLAG and the Achievement Standards, and to 

provide consistency throughout the Social Studies subject content. The SEG chose perspectives purposefully, 

and think that ‘perspectives’ is accessible for ākonga at NZC Level 6.  

Theme Three 

More clarity is needed around the Achievement Standards  

Response  

To ensure the Achievement Standards are pilot-ready, NZQA and the Ministry of Education will carry out a 

thorough quality review process to ensure they are fit for purpose. The recommendations made from this quality 

review will inform us of any inconsistencies or lack of alignment in the standards, and the relationship between 

inconsistencies and alignment between Theme One and Theme Two, above.  

The Achievement Standards and their support materials remain in ‘draft status’ while being piloted. Further 

development will be carried out throughout the pilot year, as we work closely with the pilot schools.  

Theme Four 

More clarity is needed around the purpose of the Course Outlines 

Response 

The Course Outlines are indicative only, and provide three examples of how the significant learning found in the 

Learning Matrix may be practically incorporated into a year-long Social Studies course.  

 


