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NCEA Review and Maintenance Programme – 2026 
updates  

 
Review and maintenance work has been undertaken for all three levels of NZC NCEA for 2026. This pdf 
document contains the updated assessment materials for New Zealand Sign Language Level 1. In 
January 2026 the NCEA website will be updated with these changes for Level 1, and the pdf version will 
be removed as it will no longer be necessary. For Levels 2 and 3, assessment materials will be updated 
on TKI in January. For external assessment specifications, refer to the NZQA website. 

 

 

Subject: New Zealand Sign Language 

Level 1 

 

Product   What’s changed?  

Conditions of Assessment 
across all internal 
standards  

Updated to provide clearer guidance around authenticity. 

 

AS1.1 92355 Unpacking Changes made for clarity of ‘multiple interaction 
opportunities’ and ‘plural event or experience 
requirements’.  
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NCEA Conditions of Assessment  

across all internally assessed standards 

 
Subject:  All NZC subjects 

Achievement Standard:  All NZC internal Achievement Standards 

The Conditions of Assessment across all Level 1 internally assessed standards have been 
updated to include clearer guidance about authenticity. Any changes to Standard Specific 
Conditions of Assessment will be shown separately within this document. 

Conditions of Assessment 
for internally assessed standards 

These Conditions provide guidelines for assessment against internally assessed Achievement 
Standards. Guidance is provided on:   

• specific requirements for all assessments against this Standard   
• appropriate ways of, and conditions for, gathering evidence   
• ensuring that evidence is authentic.   

Assessors must be familiar with guidance on assessment practice in learning centres, including 
enforcing timeframes and deadlines. The NZQA website offers resources that would be useful 
to read in conjunction with these Conditions of Assessment.   

The learning centre’s Assessment Policy and Conditions of Assessment must be consistent with 
NZQA’s Assessment Rules for Schools with Consent to Assess. This link includes guidance for 
managing internal moderation and the collection of evidence.   

Gathering Evidence   

Internal assessment provides considerable flexibility in the collection of evidence. Evidence can 
be collected in different ways to suit a range of teaching and learning styles, and a range of 
contexts of teaching and learning. Care needs to be taken to allow students opportunities to 
present their best evidence against the Standard(s) that are free from unnecessary constraints.   

It is recommended that the design of assessment reflects and reinforces the ways students 
have been learning. Collection of evidence for the internally assessed Standards could include, 
but is not restricted to, an extended task, an investigation, digital evidence (such as recorded 
interviews, blogs, photographs, or film), or a portfolio of evidence.   

Effective assessment should suit the nature of the learning being assessed, provide 
opportunities to meet the diverse needs of all students, and be valid and fair.   

 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/tertiary/assessment-and-moderation-of-standards/assessment/resources/gathering-evidence-of-learner-achievement/assessment-opportunities-in-schools/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86OTkzZWMxOGQ3MTk2YjliYmVkMjc1ZGMxNGUyMThjYzI6NzpjOTcxOmYyMGJhMDliNDE3YTFlOTQyN2QyMGI1YTY4YjAwOThlNTBiNDNkYjM1YWQ2NGI1ZTI4OTA5NjcxZTliNzg2MzQ6aDpUOk4
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/approval-accreditation-and-registration/secondary-school-consent-to-assess/
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Ensuring Authenticity of Evidence    

Authenticity of student evidence needs to be assured regardless of the method of collecting 
evidence. This must be in line with the learning centre’s policy and NZQA’s Assessment Rules 
for Schools with Consent to Assess.    

Ensure that the student’s evidence is individually identifiable and represents the student’s own 
work. The evidence must be an accurate reflection of what the student independently knows 
and can do, according to the Standard being assessed. This includes evidence submitted as 
part of a group assessment, evidence produced outside of class time or without assessor 
supervision, and evidence produced with any use of generative artificial intelligence tools 
(GenAI). GenAI use should be carefully considered in the context of the Standard being 
assessed and its Conditions of Assessment, discussed with students before the assessment, 
and its use must be acknowledged. For example, an investigation carried out over several 
sessions could include:     

• teacher guidance on the nature and extent of acceptable GenAI use, if any    
• assessor observations and conversations    
• meeting with the student at set milestones or checkpoints    
• the student’s record of progress, such as photographic entries or any GenAI prompts 

used.   

 
  

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-and-moderation-of-standards/assessment-of-standards/generic-resources/authenticity/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-for-teachers-and-schools/consent-to-assess-for-secondary-schools/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-for-teachers-and-schools/consent-to-assess-for-secondary-schools/
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/digital-technology/generative-ai
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NCEA Unpacking the Standard 

 
Subject:  New Zealand Sign Language 

Achievement Standard:  1.1 Interact in New Zealand Sign Language 
to share and respond to information, ideas, 
and opinions 

Credits:  5 

The intent of the Achievement Standard 

This Achievement Standard assesses the student’s ability to interact in New Zealand Sign 

Language to share and respond to information, ideas, and opinions about events or 

experiences. Students are encouraged to use different language within or across their 

interactions to meet the requirements of the standard. Covering a range of events or 

experiences will help students use different language. Participating in more than one interaction 

opportunity will give students opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills. Students 

will interact in New Zealand Sign Language in pairs or groups. 

The evidence for this Achievement Standard will be collected over one or more interactions. 

In preparing for and engaging with this Achievement Standard, students are provided with an 

opportunity to build on knowledge, skills, and attributes. For example, students will develop 

confidence, learn how to respond appropriately in New Zealand Sign Language, understand 

conversational cues, and enhance their ability to converse in New Zealand Sign Language. 

This Achievement Standard draws on all of the Big Ideas and several pieces of the 

Significant Learning: 

• explore language commonly used to express personal information, ideas, and opinions in 

everyday contexts with reference to events or experiences in the present, as well as the 

past or future 

• engage with, and make meaning of, short, straight-forward text types 

• develop interactive skills and strategies to exchange simple information, ideas, and 

opinions in a range of predictable situations 

• develop expressive skills to present simple information, ideas, and opinions 

• develop a foundational awareness of and use the key building blocks and patterns of 

New Zealand Sign Language, including grammatical aspects such as handshape, 

orientation, location, movement, sign types as well as non-manual signals. 

Making reliable judgements 
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The Achievement Standard shows the student’s ability to engage in authentic conversation by 

utilising a range of visual-gestural vocabulary and sentence structures, to ask, and respond to, 

questions. At higher levels of achievement, students will demonstrate greater flexibility in using 

interactive strategies to enhance conversation and engage with others. 

Collecting evidence 

The evidence submitted for this Achievement Standard may not also be submitted for AS 92356 

(1.2) Communicate in New Zealand Sign Language in relation to a cultural context. 

The evidence for this Achievement Standard will be collected over one or more interactions. 

Teacher judgement will be critical in assisting students in their choice of interaction opportunities 

that best reflect their confidence level.  

Students must refer to more than one event or experience to demonstrate their use of varied 

language appropriate to the context, regardless of the number of interactions they submit. 

• Multiple interaction opportunities are recommended for collecting evidence, as they allow 

students to use varied language in separate interactions.  

• A single interaction opportunity may be more appropriate for confident learners who are 

able to produce sufficient language to interact about different events or experiences 

within one conversation. 

As part of a teaching and learning programme, teachers will provide students with opportunities 

to practise interacting in New Zealand Sign Language with their classmates to explore the range 

of language and interactive strategies they have been introduced to. 

Students must not rehearse the exact task with their partner(s) prior to the assessment. This 

means, they must not pre-plan or be provided the exact order of questions, or the nature of their 

partners’ contributions during conversation. Entirely rote-learned exchanges or scripted role 

plays will not meet the requirements of this Achievement Standard. However, 

students may practise the language that is necessary to complete an Assessment Activity 

successfully ahead of time. 

Assessors must follow the Conditions of Assessment for collection of evidence. 

Possible contexts 

The contexts for this Achievement Standard are events, or experiences that are familiar and 

relevant to the student. 

Examples include: 

• organising activities or events 

• understanding others and enhancing relationships 

• sharing personal experiences and interests. 


