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Cloze Deletion

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 1: Learners read to make sense of the written text. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners use a processing system to decode and comprehend text. Readers develop expertise in using sources of information and comprehension strategies to make sense of text.  
	Purpose:
Ākonga use the context clues in a piece of writing to work out the meaning of unknown words and the correct structure of sentences. 


	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13   p36

	Instructions:
1. Choose an appropriate text and delete a variety of words that are high frequency words i.e. not subject-specific, making sure that there are clues in the text for each of the deleted words.
Delete words that signal the order of ideas e.g. lastly, subsequently, because
Delete some words where there could be more than once answer as this will promote discussion.
Give each ākonga a copy of the prepared text and discuss with them the clues they could use to identify the deleted words. Ākonga then work by themselves to fill in the gaps.
Arrange ākonga into pairs or small groups to discuss their answers and debate/change any they feel have better alternatives. 
Discuss answers as a class, explaining clues and possible alternatives.

	Other uses:
Once ākonga are used to this strategy remind them when they are reading a text with unknown words to read around the word for context and see if they can work out the meaning.
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