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Clustering

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 1: Learners read to make sense of the written text.
	Significant Learning:
Learners use vocabulary knowledge. Successful comprehension depends on understanding most of the meanings of the words in the text.   
	Purpose:
Ākonga have the opportunity to think about the meanings of words and the relationships between words.   


	Application:
At the beginning of the unit to reflect on last years vocabulary or introduce new vocabulary. Any other time during a unit to reflect on what has been taught. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 p38


	Instructions:
Prepare several sets of approximately 20 cards, each showing a key word or term that relates to the topic.  
Separate ākonga into small groups and give each group a set of cards.
Ākonga work together to arrange the cards into clusters. If necessary, they can have a ‘Don’t know’ pile. This discourages unsupported guessing. It is important that they have a reason for their grouping decisions. Kaiako could model this process first if they think the class will need it. 
Once ākonga agree on their clusters, they write a general heading that describes each cluster, placing it above the relevant cards. 
Kaiako then lead a discussion of what each group chose and why. This discussion can provide useful teaching and learning opportunities so should not be skipped. Set the class a task that requires them to integrate all the summaries. 

	Other variations:
Once ākonga are familiar with the strategy they could predict the categories before they begin grouping and reveal their answers at the end.  
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