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Colour Codes

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 3: Learners read different written texts for different purposes. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners are clear about their purpose for reading and have appropriate strategies to meet that purpose. 

	Purpose:
This strategy encourages ākonga to be active readers, engaging with the text and responding to the ideas presented. It also gives kaiako evidence about how well ākonga are understanding the texts they read.

	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning. 

	Source:
A variation of comment codes on page 90 of
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 

	Instructions:
Kaiako discusses with the students how they can annotate text as they read. Explain the codes they can use to comment on the text. (Examples of colour codes are highlight ideas you agree with in pink, ideas you disagree with in blue, and main ideas in yellow. You can use any categories that work for the text and your classroom.) If highlighters are unavailable underlining in different coloured pens/pencils works just as well. 
Kaiako models the process using a different text or by doing the first paragraph together.
Give ākonga another text to read and highlight independently. 
As ākonga read, they highlight or underline the text in the appropriate places.
In pairs or small groups, they compare and discuss how they have used their colour codes. (A visual comparison is easy to see when using highlighters.) 
Discuss the highlighted sections and what they reveal about ākonga responses to the ideas in the text. Set the class a task that requires them to integrate all the summaries. 

	Other variations:
Also see ‘Comment Codes’
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