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Comparing Texts

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 2: Learners read the written text with critical awareness. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners develop a critical awareness that enables them to consider who wrote a text, for who, why and whether it may have purposes that are not immediately apparent. 
	Purpose:
Ākonga need to become aware of the different ways information is conveyed in texts and the reason for those differences.  


	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning.  
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 p109


	Instructions:
Kaiako select at least two different texts on the same subject. The texts may use different visuals, language, terms to explain the same concept and different authors may choose to emphasise different points. 
Prepare a comparison chart that meets the needs of the lesson and your texts. For example: 
	Question
	Text 1
	Text 2

	Who is the author?
	
	

	What main idea is presented?
	
	

	What supporting reasons, evidence or graphics are provided to support the idea? 
	
	

	What does the author believe?
	
	

	Why do you think the author believes this? 
	
	



Ākonga are then asked to read the texts and discuss the similarities and differences, completing the chart as they go. 
Kaiako then choose some form of feedback and discussion in groups, or as a class.
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