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Concept Circles

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 1: Learners read to make sense of the written text. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners use vocabulary knowledge. Successful comprehension depends on understanding of the meanings of the words in the text. 
	Purpose:
This vocabulary strategy will help ākonga know the sound, spelling and meaning of some keywords for this topic. It also supports metacognition.

	Application:
Can be used at any stage of a programme of teaching and learning and works well as a lesson opener or closer. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 p44

	Instructions:
1. Draw a circle on the board and divide into four parts.
Place a word in each of the four sectors. 
In pairs, groups or as a class they must guess how the words connect. 
(It is a good idea to start off simple and get more difficult as the students understand the process)
Answer: The first four elements on the Periodic Table
	

H
Hydrogen

Helium
Lithium
Beryllium





	Other variations:
Only fill three sectors and students most work out the connection and then come up with the missing word. 
You could do a worksheet or PowerPoint with several preprepared circles. 
For capable students you could leave a couple of blank circles and get them to make their own. Swap that no one can guess!
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