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Condensing

Writing:	US 32405 Write texts to communicate ideas and information 

This activity supports learners to achieve Writing Outcome 1: 
Write meaningful texts for different purposes and audiences, Aspect 3.
	Significant Learning:
Learners select content, text structure and language choices appropriate to purpose and audience.

	Purpose:
Learning to condense information helps ākonga to reduce or eliminate the amount of straight copying they do when note making. It also helps them to think about what they are writing and how best to express it for the purpose.

	Application:
At any point in a programme of teaching and learning. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p117

	Instructions:
Kaiako model the process of condensing information into notes that will be useful for their purposes in your subject area. For example, explain that scientists, historians, and other researchers all use condensed notes to summarise primary data. Because the notes are intended for ākonga future use, they must capture all the key information. 
Discuss the need to know the purpose for reading and writing in order to know what to record. (In this case, the purpose is to record information about the main idea for future recall.)
Use the analogy of text messaging to explain the need to condense information. Most ākonga will understand that, when they text-message, they leave out letters and words and also use abbreviations and symbols to communicate their message as briefly as possible. 
Ask ākonga to read a text, write a text message of the main idea, and then compare their messages with those of other ākonga. The link to note making can then be easily made. 
Ākonga condense first a sentence and then a paragraph from a given text, using fewer words and more abbreviations and symbols than the original text. 
Once their notes are made and they have condensed the text, you could ask ākonga to reconstruct the main ideas from the paragraph using their notes as the basis. This should produce aspects of the text in their own words.
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