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Decoding New Words

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 1: Learners read to make sense of the written text. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners use vocabulary knowledge. Successful comprehension depends on understanding most of the meanings of the words in the text.   
	Purpose:
Ākonga use their knowledge to sound out the word. This will often lead to them realising they know the word.  


	Application:
Most likely to happen within a lesson because a new word has cropped up.  
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 p33

	Instructions:
You come across a word that ākonga say they do not know.
Write the word clearly on the board/screen.
Divide the word into syllables, if appropriate, and discuss prefixes and suffixes and roots of the word. 
Encourage ākonga to say the word aloud.
Help ākonga to construct a definition when they understand the word. 
Link the word to related words that ākonga do know. 
Teach the word in a relevant context using examples. 
Act out the word to demonstrate meaning. (Ākonga may not always remember what you say but they usually remember what you do).

	Next steps:
Include this as a keyword in one of the vocabulary strategies to help embed ākonga knowledge, understanding and use of the word.
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