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Fact or Opinion?

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 2: Learners read the written text with critical awareness
	Significant Learning:
Learners develop a critical awareness that enables them to consider who wrote a text, for who, why and whether it may have purposes that are not immediately apparent. 
	Purpose:
This teaches ākonga the importance of identifying an author’s viewpoint and how that influences what that write.  


	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning.  
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 p109


	Instructions:
Prepare a series of statements on a text that ākonga have read. To be effective this activity works best if you have some statements that are facts, some that are opinions and some that can be interpreted both ways. 
Arrange ākonga into small groups and give them a set of statements. In their groups they must discuss and decide whether the statement is a fact or is it the writer’s opinion. 
Kaiako then need to decide how best to feedback.

	Other variations:
Ākonga can read the text and identify and mark the statements that might indicate fact and opinion.
As a follow up discussion, explain what ‘bias’ is. Ask how the author’s bias had affected their writing of this text.




ncea.education.govt.nz		Page 2 of 2[UNCLASSIFIED]

[UNCLASSIFIED]


education.govt.nz 	Title of factsheet	Page 1 of 1[UNCLASSIFIED]

image1.png
Te Tdhuhu o 00 8% & Te Kawanatanga
te Matauranga | oAotearoa

Ministry of Education A New Zealand Government





