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Graphic Organisers

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 3: Learners read different written texts for different purposes. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners are clear about their purpose for reading and have appropriate strategies to meet that purpose. 
	Purpose:
This strategy teaches students how to summarise by graphically representing the main ideas of a text. 

	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p112

	Instructions:
Kaiako identify the structure of a particular text or text section that the students need to use, and discuss the purpose for reading.
	Types of graphic organisers:

	A comparison chart or Venn diagram
	can be used to show the similarities and differences identified in a text that compares two places, individuals, objects, or ideas. The diagram identifies the similarities and differences.

	A chart or a flow diagram
	can be used to show the information from a text that uses a cause-and-effect explanation or a problem-solution structure. 

	Timelines
	can be used to show time sequences. 

	Mind maps (including star and spider diagrams) or tabulated formats
	are useful for grouping ideas and showing the relative importance of each. 

	Structured overviews
	go one step further and put the main ideas into a hierarchy of importance or a logical sequence (see Effective Literacy Strategies, page 40). 


                                         (This list could be made into a wall chart for students to refer to.)
Model the process of preparing an appropriate graphic organiser. 
Ask the students to create their own graphic organiser for a specific purpose.
(For more detailed instructions see the source Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13).
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