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Main Idea Sorting

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 3: Learners read different written texts for different purposes. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners locate and evaluate the ideas and information within and across a range of print and digital texts to meet their purpose. 

	Purpose:
This strategy provides ākonga with a tool to help them distinguish between main ideas and supporting details in a text by “weeding out” what is less important.

	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p88

	Instructions:
Kaiako select a text that is at ākonga level and on a subject that’s familiar to them. (Check that the text is well structured. The best texts to use when teaching ākonga how to select main ideas are texts that have clear, topic-based sentences and clear links between paragraphs, which help the reader to see the development of the author’s ideas.)
For each paragraph, write a sentence that summarises the main idea of that paragraph. Decide how you will give these to ākonga.
Give each pair or group of ākonga a set of these summary sentences. Ākonga work in pairs or small groups to match each sentence with the appropriate paragraph as they read the text.
Discuss with the class the strategies involved in selecting main ideas and producing summary statements. Ākonga justify their choices, explaining why they think each statement reflects the main idea of a specific paragraph.  

	Other variations:
Provide ākonga with another set of sentences — one sentence of supporting details for each main idea. Ask your ākonga to match these to their “main idea” sentences. 
Ākonga can then begin to construct their own summaries by writing sentences for the main ideas and the supporting details in each paragraph.
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