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Pair definitions

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 1: Learners read to make sense of written text. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners use vocabulary knowledge. Successful comprehension depends in understanding most of the meanings of the words in the text.  
	Purpose:
This vocab strategy gives ākonga the opportunity to understand and use keywords of a topic.

	Application:
From the middle of a unit onwards, once the student has some understanding of keywords. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 p45

	Instructions:
Kaiako make a list of 10-20 keywords from a topic. They then prepare two charts. The two charts have different keywords listed, half each. A chart should look like this:
	Keywords
	Definition
	Guessed Word

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3. Etc.
	
	



‘Ākonga A’ gets the first chart with a list of keywords inserted and ‘Ākonga B’ gets the second chart with the other list of keywords inserted. 
Each ākonga works on their own chart and fills in the second column, writing a definition of the keyword that kaiako have provided. 
When both ākonga are finished they cut off the keyword list (or fold it over) leaving just the definition visible. Ākonga swap charts. 
Each ākonga should now have only a definition in front of them with the ‘Guessed Word’ column blank. Ākonga now read their partners definition and see f they can guess what the original keyword was and fill in the third column. 
Each ākonga then gets back the original word from the first column and checks to see if they guessed correctly. Discuss any issues.
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