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Predicting and defining 

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 1: Learners read to makes sense of the written text. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners use vocabulary knowledge. Successful comprehension depends in understanding most of the meanings of the words in the text.  
	Purpose:
This strategy raises ākonga awareness of keywords and encourages them to think about their understanding.  

	Application:
At any stage during a programme of teaching and learning.    
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p42

	Instructions:
Kaiko identify three keywords from a text and prepare the following chart:
	
	Were they in the text?
	Definition before reading the text
	Definition after reading the text
	Experts’ definition of keywords.

	Kaiako keywords: (Filled in by kaiako)
	
	
	
	

	Ākonga predicted keywords:
	
	
	
	

	Keywords that ākonga found in the text and did not predict:
	
	
	
	


Ākonga are given a copy of the text and the chart and are asked to predict three more keywords that they think will be in the text (They are allowed to scan the text for ideas). Ākonga then write their own definitions for the three kaiako keywords and their chosen three words. They read the text and tick off the words as they encounter them.
They list keywords that they encounter and did not predict and provide their own definitions for these words too. After reading the text they redefine all of their words, making changes as needed.
Ākonga return to the text with a dictionary or other source to find and copy ‘expert’ definitions for all their words. Discuss their changing definitions in pairs or groups.   
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