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Reading behind the lines

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 2: Learners read the written text with critical awareness. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners develop a critical awareness that enables them to consider who wrote a text, for who, why and whether it may have purposes that are not immediately apparent. 
	Purpose:
This teaches ākonga values and beliefs of the author affect the messages that are communicated.  


	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning.  
	Source:  
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p107


	Instructions:
Develop four sets of questions that will help ākonga to think critically. For example:
	Questions to promote critical thinking include:

	Power relation questions
                   Acceptance (Should we accept that…)
               Benefit (Who would benefit if…)
Values and beliefs questions
               What are the author’s values and beliefs?
               What kind of life would you have if you accepted these values and beliefs? 
Identity questions
               What is the role of each person or institution in the text?
                   Whose voices are not heard in the text
               Whose interests are being served in the text?
Knowledge questions
                   Is there support for what the author is saying?
                   Why did the author write the text?   
                                                                        (Adapted from Whitehead, 2001, pages 84-90)


Model by showing ākonga how to use the questions to read behind the lines of a text. Ask ākonga to apply the same questions to a different text that is similar in form and content. Ākonga discuss, decide on an answer and justify their decisions to the class.
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