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Reconstructing Paragraphs


Writing:	US 32405 Write texts to communicate ideas and information
This activity supports learners to achieve Writing Outcome 1: 
Write meaningful texts for different purposes and audiences, Aspect 1. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners use strategies within a writing process to plan and create texts.

	Purpose:
This strategy helps ākonga to understand how paragraphs are constructed. It prepares them to critically analyse the writing of paragraphs. 

	Application:
Towards the middle/end of a teaching and learning programme when ākonga understand some content and are producing writing. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p89

	Instructions:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK16]Select an example of a well-constructed paragraph from a text in your subject area. Rewrite this paragraph with its sentences “scrambled”, that is, in the wrong order. 
Discuss with ākonga how readers go about identifying which sentence or sentences express the main ideas in a paragraph (see Identifying main ideas). 
Explain or discuss how connectives are used to link sentences. Remind ākonga that a paragraph usually has a clear beginning, middle, and end.
Give copies of the paragraph with scrambled sentences to ākonga groups to unscramble (for example, they could give each sentence a number indicating where it should come in the sequence). Also, ask the groups to identify all the connectives in the paragraph by underlining or highlighting them. 
Have each group join another group and discuss the paragraphs they have constructed, justifying their decisions.

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK17]Other variations: 
Provide a “main idea” sentence that is intended to be the first or last sentence in a paragraph. Ask ākonga to write the missing sentences and complete the paragraph. 
Give ākonga a paragraph without a “main idea” sentence and have them write one.
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