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Shared Paragraph Writing

Writing:	US 32405 Write texts to communicate ideas and information 
This activity supports learners to achieve Writing Outcome 1: Write meaningful texts for different purposes and audiences, Aspect 2 and 3. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners select content, text structure and language choices appropriate to purpose and audience.
Learners select and use vocabulary that is specific to their topic, purpose and audience.
	Purpose:
Shared paragraph writing enables ākonga to write together, helping one another to work through the process of structuring content and selecting the most appropriate language.


	Application:
At any point in a programme of teaching and learning where there is a clear purpose. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
P140

	Instructions:
Explain the purpose for writing and the form of paragraph to be used (perhaps using models or templates, as explained in the previous strategy). 
Organise ākonga into small groups. Give each group a subject or topic and perhaps some subject-specific vocabulary to use.
Ākonga take turns dictating a sentence to the others. Kaiako may wish to provide a structure here. For example, if they use the SEE model, one ākonga composes the factual statement, another composes the explanation, and the third gives the example.
The group discusses their three sentences and makes changes where necessary to construct a good paragraph (one that meets the purpose, includes all three elements, and is connected, engaging, and concise). 
The whole class shares and analyses the paragraphs that they have constructed. 

	Other variations: 
If the purpose of the writing task is to give a point of view or write an argument, kaiako can provide a proposition that relates to the issue. Each ākonga in a group then writes a sentence supporting the proposition on a strip of paper. The group studies all the sentences and decides how to sequence and modify the sentences to construct a cohesive paragraph.
Kaiako can give the groups five key words to include when they write their paragraph.
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