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Skimming and Scanning

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 3: Learners read different written texts for different purposes. 
	Significant Learning:  
Learners locate and evaluate the ideas and information within and across a range of print and digital texts to meet their purpose.    
	Purpose:
This teaches ākonga to gather information efficiently when reading, helping them to gather relevant information in the text. 

	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning.    
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p66

	Instructions:
1. Skim-reading is a strategy for gaining general information about a whole text quickly. The reader skims the surface of the text gaining a broad picture of content. They may choose to pay more attention to some parts of the texts than others but read none of the parts in close detail.
2. Scanning is a strategy whereby the reader looks through text for particular pieces of information paying closer attention to sections where they expect to find the information they require and looking out for words that relate to the topic. 
3. Kaiako select a text that has headings and subheadings. 
4. Explain skim-reading and scanning to ākonga. 
5. Give ākonga sixty seconds to skim-read headings, sub-headings and some of the words they judge are ‘key’ and write these down. 
6. Give ākonga three minutes to scan for three key points that elaborate on the headings. Compare their findings in pairs or small groups. 
7. When ākonga have practiced these skills, they should be able to use them in their independent reading. When beginning any reading task teachers should prompt ākonga to skim-read or scan before reading. 
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