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Three-level thinking guide

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 2: Learners read the written text with critical awareness. 
	Significant Learning:
Learners develop a critical awareness that enables them to consider who wrote a text, for who, why and whether it may have purposes that are not immediately apparent. 
	Purpose:
A reading strategy which supports ākonga to read the text closely by providing a clear purpose and direction for reading. It is used to develop comprehension skills. 

	Application:
At any time during a programme of teaching and learning. 
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 p91 or https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ 

	Instructions:
Kaiako writes a series of statements about a text, some are true and some false. These statements are divided into three levels:
Level One: Literal Statements (at the surface level of the text) where students simply search for the information within the text.
Level Two: Inferential/Interpretive Statements (at a “between-the-lines” level) where students use the literal information and combine it with other information, either from the text or from their previous knowledge and experience, to find whether a statement is true or false.
Level Three: Applied Statements (at a “beyond-the-text” level) where students use the literal and inferential information and combine it with other information from their previous knowledge and experience in making generalisations, hypothesising, being creative, and discussing points of view. Information from the text is extended beyond the limits of the text to find whether a statement is true or false.
Students/readers are asked to agree or disagree with these statements and justify their responses. The reader is directed to focus on the relevant information and to develop an informed opinion on the issues explored in the text. 
Once everyone has decided whether the statements are true or false they then share their answers and discuss any that they disagree on in order to form an agreement.
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