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Trash or Treasure?

Reading:	US 32403 Demonstrate understanding of ideas and information in written texts 
This activity supports learners to achieve Reading Outcome 2: Learners read the written text with critical awareness. 
	Significant Learning:  
Learners develop a critical awareness that enables them to consider who wrote a text, for whom, why and whether it may have purposes that are not immediately apparent. 
	Purpose:
This teaches ākonga to evaluate information that they are given, selecting relevant information and setting aside irrelevant information. 

	Application:
Middle or end of a programme of teaching and learning, when ākonga have a good understanding of material and can critique information with some knowledge.  
	Source:
Effective Literacy Strategies in Years 9-13 
p106

	Instructions:
Prepare 12-15 short statements about the subject content. Print them on cards.
Divide the class into groups and give them a set of cards.
Ask a question that gives ākonga a reason to sort the statements. Tell them to sort them according to whether they are relevant or not. 
Ask a different question and let ākonga reconsider their selections. This will lead them to discover that relevance depends on the question and purpose. 
Encourage ākonga to use this strategy whenever they evaluate information they have gathered. e.g. Take statements from a text that ākonga have read or will be reading. They should be main ideas that you want them to think about. Ask them to sort the statements according to whether they support the author’s main message that ’______________’. 

	Other variations:
Use this as an introduction to a text or idea that you will study. e.g. Provide a series of statements about the dietary value of sugar from articles. Take statements from the World Health Organisation, a doctor, Cadbury and Griffins. Then ask the question: Is sugar bad for you? 
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